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As the literoture on the subject will inldicate,

the Turlkish Covermrment recognizeld the tomporal sway of the
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atriarch of the reclt Chinreh over practically all of

L o ;ne Empire, iIn tThe beginnminge.
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alone in the violent
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aving The secessionist move-
pting to bring back
1y strayeil, Terrorist

sanizeld in Greece ani sent across the




frontier to terrorize The people. I have 2till a nmamber

of samvlea of the threatening letters whieh the lealders
of these banis wounlld senil to the villagers befor attacking
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nd o mitre, A dlot more I

sent to the Ballktan Commiitee in Loniom, To lNoel Buxtone. X

personally have seen these boanids burni

burning wvi R St

to my personal know-

ledgce Bulgarse As an in

stTance, one of thelir mnotlable
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perlformances wazs the

near Castoria, An annonymous Jletter was sent to tThe

villagers, signeldl "a friend™, in which they were warneil that
the Turks were about to malte an unusually thorough search

foxr arms on a coritai 1Y e Th causel The y OO nts to 1mlke
Their guns ount of easily accessible hiding places anld bury

thema. Then, on th day set, which was a Suniay, ani wh!
all the peasants we: PRI

isants were atteniing churcech, a baoni of several

5 These "solidierzs of Christ™ were calleld,

led by officers in The uniform of the Greek army, alttackeild

the village and killed mnear a hunidreild o0lil mean, women ani

chiliren, in some casoed hack:

o

ng the corpses of theixr wvictims
actually into small pieces. Zagoritchni was razel Tlat

to the growni, anldl when I

isitel The place some montha later
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weela were growing insilde the roofleass houses=s,

During my presence in lionastir the commanlier—in-~

chief of these Tterrorist banis in that section was a simple

village cure, Father Stavre. He was a remarikably intelligent
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Ffollow anil was often senwc ©o estern commbtries on dAiplomatic
erranis by the Church. 1118 healaouarters were in The garrisoneld
town of Pisoclder, whence he 13 recbteldl operationsSe. During Ty
presence n the 3dstrict we founi a letier in cipher, eviiently
drompeldl on <The moimitain trail by a courieXre Te succeeilel in
';i p b | ~ the key to fThe cipher =ni translating tThe letter. 1t
was obviously written +he Bishon of CGastoria anild was aliressel
to Father Stavre, notifying him that he was senling a cer tain
Capbain Bellos anid his lorae, who woulidd arrive a weelt ox tTtwo
1atter anl Pather Stavre "might utillize him in carrydng owbd
the plans arrangeil bebtween us Por +the burning of Boof% . Boof
is larre Bulgar village in thatl mneilg iborhoolde

One of our Committee banldl 1ealders, who hal been in
Greeco 2nid coull aglcr Greelr almost i thout aceent, uniertook
to 11 er so te Cantain Rellos, e anl half & dozen of ouwr
men Aressel up in the Ffustani uniforms worn by the Greelk antari
then sent own a letter to Father Stavre by a peasant pickeld
up at P*andom, " aldvici - him that "Captain BDellos has arriveld ani
awvaits yvour commamnid up here on +he mowntain®. The letter was
written in the cipher, B0 t is not survprising that the priest
was Jeceiveile. At any rate he roesponiel anid came up, attenield
only by & Turlkish lzavass, i

courese, he

never returneld

to TtThe

villagee. This is the sort of actual evilence T haid of <the
activities of the Greelx Church in lacedoconiae. Thus, I have
remal th my own eyes & 1 eatter written by a Greelk Bishop
jireeting, or approving of, the burning yvf & whole village of
Bulgarse. Officially Boof is & Greek Vi llage. On that sort
ol tuff Ballcan tatistios are built,




One of the most notorious of the CGCreek bhani laeajders
nt the time I was LThere wa Cantain Altritase. e came into
Fiolent contact with hiz two or threa TimesS. Duri
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floclcrel to AtThen aro ng them +Htwo or Three monarchs this

a very prominent part as havi

-

i si4t o Maceionia (he was

lear briganis, ete™ T believe one of his speeches
in the nDresence of Xing Eiworil. AL A t
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antic circles +thouwrh I have

I a or his men slew,
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The barbarities practieced x ht alons by “hesSe
Gr ool yldders I the C] roh were even ntsile the Turicish
pales the Turlcs omly 3id uceh things on
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14+ sme a praciical measure to obtalin a cer tain eni, in coll

ns have schown then selves

y barbar s ags the Greelrs, neither Turlzs, Serbs, Viache,
Bulgars, or even the Albanians, 1 have > € tions To

wltures Ae an instance, T eturning to Fathexr Stavreg 11y er
the insurrection of 1904 this pries t wantel to accompany a
certain Turlcish foree sent offT on & ™ ive expeditil y hat
he mirht point out eertain object ble Bulgar:s howuld




