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The following remarks anil suggestions are

baseldl entirely onn the Personal experience of the

writer: personal observatiions anil the exvrescsel
opiniong of le=niing llaceionians mml Bulgarians,
gatherei Iuvuring a long

anil continuounus acscoclation with

themae In the summer of 1904 I went out To tThe

Ballteamsa, on the invitation of the Msaceionian Revol-
ntionary Committee, anid remained there until The

oearly anrinsg of 1907. During this period I acguired

a Tluent knowlsbse of the Bulgarisn lanpuage and was,

therefore, able to earry on direct conversation with

all nativez of the Bulesr Aistriotas after hovine been

there seven or eight months. The first year 1

spent in Bulgaria, mostly in the frontier town of

Kustenlil, with frecuent visits to Sofia, the oamital,

The seconil yenr was snent in the fieldi with the armeild
forees of tThe

lnceioninn Committen, save for a month

or more avent in hiling in Monnstir 2andi =mmother month,

Auring whieh I toureld certnin villages in the Monastir

Jjistrict disguisei as a pPeasant. Throurhout the whole

neriod I meie n fairly complete survey of the whole ;

territory organizel by the linceilonian Cormitiee. becomin#

esnecially familiar with the naturnl Tfrontiers of the

Bulgny Aisotricts, through Vodenn, Florinn, Castoria

and Ochriii~., At no time was I mMmiler the control

of The Committes lilenajdersa,

baving command of the bandis




detailed to serve as my escort anid Deing 1imi ted

in my movements only by the danger of coming into

too close a contact wﬁ?h thg armeoeidl enmpies of the

revolutionary movement, who, obviously, were

deeply interested in eliminating me fran the

£4i elAi. The corresnonilence which I earyi ad on

-

for the press, mostly the New York Evening FPost,

during tTthese wanierings, was unier no form of

censorsghin anid was sent through Dy means of courilers

chosen by myself. S0 commlete and senseral was my

knowledge of the Commititee?'s affairs that I was

acouaitmted with the identities of the memher:;_-:}f

all the secret commititees in Sa~lonilra, Voldena,

Monastir anid all the amaller commmunities in pPrac—

tically all of Southern linceionia. a knowleige

not entrusted to sny other indiviiual outsiie the

Central Committee.
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RACE DISPERSIOINS Since a thorough unierstaniding of the funia-

mental political situation in the Balkans, anil more

especially in liaceliconia, must rest on as complete a

collection of facts as possibleyg I shall ocoutline

briefly certain historieal events which are not incluiled

in the general literature of the subjJeet ani which

have a vital importance as

a basis for my plea foxr an
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inievenident llaceioniea.

As is ¥nown +Hto 2l1l close ani impartial

observers, the Balltans are mainly inhabiteld by Slavse.

The Slavs, asgain, are divided into two main branches:

Bulgars anil Serbse

Roughly spesalking (and T doubt if anyboiy

can bo accwabte here), the Iividing line between
these btwo Slavice groups runs Ffrom the Danube dowm

through INiseh, Vranya, Uskup then swings wes btward

over towari Albania.

sSouth of Uslkup the Bulgar territory is

bouniel on the west by Albania, the line rumming
Jown to about the western shore ol Lalke Ochridsa,
aroundl to Xoritza. Here the Greelrs begin to talke
the place of 1he

Albanians as neighbors of the BulgarsSe

The Bulgars themselves reach 2own so0lildly

to below Lthe two lakes, Ochrila anl Little Prespa
anl slightly below Castoria (town anid lalte)e. For
a certain distmmece in this section, along the Grebina
ITountains,

there is a strip of Vliach population whieh

forme a sort of & buffer between the Bulsars ani the

Greckse PTrom dl ightly below Castoria The line runs

over through Florina, or a little below it,

over to well below Voldemna,

continues

or through lTegush, or

Megostia, then swings arounil Salonika anil travels

ceastwari, towarl the seacoasti, Yavalla is gquite
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Greek, while Serres anid Drama constitute the centers
of a mixed vpopulation, the Greelkrs preilomni nating southe

waril, especially alons the coast,

The Turits cover no terri tory as a solii ma ss,
but are sprinkkled all over the Balltans, up to the
Danube, a8 race islanis. There are probably more
Turks in ani arounid Varna ani Bowrgas than anywhexre
else outsile Constantinople anid Adrianoplee
The chief element in the population of
Salonika is Jewish, or Lailinoe. The Greelts probably
come next, then the Bulgars ani Vliachs ani lioharmmeilans.
I 30 not give figures because I 3o not believe there
are any, the estimates varyinge. The population
beyond the outslkirts of Salonika, northwari ani eash—
warily is about as purely ania consciounusly Bulgar as may
be Tounil anywhere in llaceionia, the vpeovle speaking =a
dialect very close to the Bulgarian of Sofiae.

MACEDOIIITAN The rTesult of the Treaty of Berlin was that

REVOLUTIOINARY "

ORCGANIZATION +the Bulgar population of the Ballkans hal been arbitrar—
ily divilel, one section constituting free Bulgaria,
the other remaining subjeet to Turkish rule, savé for
Bastern Rumelia, which enjoyel almost comple te autonomy,
until it secelel anil annexeld itself to Bulgaria, in 1884,

For the next fifteen years the lMaceidonian

Bulgars maile no zspecial efforts to translate their
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discontent into actione.

As in all countries sulfering

the oppressions of a foreign rule, patriot—brigani bands

roamel the mountains, punishing the most Lflagrant offences

against Bulgars dDy Turks.

Meanvhile many young Bulgars went up from

Macelonia into Bulgaria to acguire thelr elducations in

the free schools ani gymmasia of the principality, some=-

times finishing in the University of Sofia, he ma jor=-

ity remainel, enterei traide, or the professions, anil some

rose to high vpositions in the Army or the Government

civil service. This Macelonian refugee »nopulation was

estimateld at about 50,000,

Some of these eiducateld young Pulgars retlurned

to ITacelomnia to teach sechools in those villages where the

people hal been alloweld to establish their own schools,

In Southern Maceilonia, however, the ocffieial schools were

unler the supervision of

exerteld all his efforts to supprecss Bulgar speech. Mrom

time 10 time the revreszentative of the Bulgar Church,

the
BExnrch, in Constantinople, succeeleldl in having the terri-

tory or Bulgar schools extlen@el.

The faet was, however, that those communities

tnler the jurisliction of the Greek Patriarch hail mno

schools at 211, sinece they boyecotted the Greek school-

magsters,. Into these villages

the young Maceionians

the Greek Patriarch, who, naturally,
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who haid been ejuenteldl in Bulgaria entereld anid estab—

lisheld secret schools. S0 rach were they persecutei,

by both the Turicish officials ani representatives of

the Greek Church, that they were practically outllaws,

conjdueting their classes at night, or with outposts
stationed arounid The village To warn Them of The approash

of enemies to give them time to flec.

Crajually, in the middle 90's, tThis system of

illegal schoolteaching bezgani to +talre a more ambitious

rhaasees The chilliren's classes began To &r_::_:ur;ze the
characecter of secret 1‘:-5&p:1gania meetbtings of adultse. The
gubjects of 3iiscussion became volitiecal, Local committees
wore organizeld whieh, at firat, were rother inmidefinite

in character, but grajdually became distinetly revolution-
8T Ve

The two prineipal lealders in this revolutionary

propacanla movement were Gotze Deltchev anid Damimn Gruev,

both scechoolteachers. Civing up their local activitios
in Meonastir distriet thgr began, with the

s

ascel stance of
the patriot briganis, € towmr the whole of Macelonia,
organizing loeccl committees,

-

By the first few years of the new century these
local committees hai been extenileldl practically all over
Ilaceilonia and Adirisnople ani hajd assumeldl a digstinetly

politiceal character. Loecal committees were felderated intlo
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provinecial cormittees, whieh in their turn each each

eleccteldl a member to a Central Cormittlee, in

ves ted suvnreme Duthoritye. lleanwhile many of the

which was

brigeni banids haid declareld allegiance to the Corm ttee
(as the whole organization was called) ani recognizeld
the authoribty of the provineial committeese. Suech as
Ai3d not were killed off or Ariven out by Tthe villagers
themselves anld other bantd

anis were organizel, subservient

to the authority of the Committeed Thus the brigeni
banis alzo changel in character; became a sort of secreoct

constabulary bthroush which the Cormittee enforcel its

authoritye.

mi-

Thus the Macedonian ani Airiancpolitan

Interior Revolutionary Organization, as the Committee
officially called itself (lMlakeldonska e Odrinsko Vuter-—

shina Revolutzisnarna Organizatzia), graijually assumel
the provortions anld Tfunctions of an unlergroung republia,
a secret sovermnment establisheld by the people, on a
ldemocratie basis, to raintain as much orier as was DO scible

unier the anarchy of Turltish misrul ce The executive was

the Ceniral Cormittes, anid the provineial ani local com—

mittees, The legislative tranch was the yearly Congress,
held once a year in some mountain Tfastness ani local ocon-—

ferences, hell unler similar conldlitions. The cormittees

— also agguwmeld julicial functioni, each comstituting itself

a loecal tribunal, the court of appeal being the Central

Cormittee, which must approve all ieath senlences. The
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funjdamental laws of the orgaenization were emboiied in a

carefully irafteld constitution, printei ani 3AdAistributed

among the villagerse

Contrary to what might be expected from itse

name, the object of +the lMacedonian Cormittee was not

revolutionsa s in & Mmilitary sencse. That 12, 1t A1l

noet propose to employ armeid foree in gaining its chief
- —_

enils. The armel banilds =2+t the Aisposal of the provinecial

cormittees were for defensive purposes anil to enforoce

oriere. Mor was the ultimcete aim of the Cormittee an

inlependent lMaceldoniae. It aimed at an autonomous, oon—

gtitutional Maoceidonia, unier Turleye Its 4l ogan was

"WMaceioconia for tThe llaceclionians V. So strongly was this
insisted on that the Bulgars or lMaceldonians graiually

ceasel calling themselves Bulgars anid insisteld

- b

that they

were Miaceionians ™ onlye. This policey brouvght in practiocelly

all +the Vliachs anid many Albaniansyg Pomacks anil Turks into

the organization,. Several of the prominent lealders were

- - b
AOCCNE a

The methoidis by vhiceh the Committee proposeld to

gain these politigal ends is best exresseldl in a slogan

printed at the heal of one of 1ts secret orguns: YEvolution,

not Revolution Y. First of all, the leal3ers hail faith

in the nltimate triumrh of the YoungTurlts, with whom tThey

-

were in close TouGhs They believed that the Turls
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selves woull ultim=tely Dbring about a constitutional
Turi-eye Their chief program of action, however, was

onae of attrition. They hopeldl by a sort of an economie

boyecott to render laceidomia so unprofitable <o the Turics

that they woull grant reforms themselves,. Thus, they

boyeotted the Turkish couwrts, Turkish landloris, Turkish

merchantsas, etca

MACEDONTIAN

Then +the existence ani the poliey of the limceionian
POLICIES
of Cormittee became Iknown Lo the governing cligues of tThe
GREECE,
SERTEBIA neischboring states, these latter scon showeldl themselves
ani

BUICARIA,

violently opposede. All +tIree of these states, Greeoce,

Serbia anl Pulgaria, helld amexationist ambitions, mutually

exclugive with the purposes of the Maceionian Committee.

And 211 three immeiiately sent armeild banidls across tThe

frontiers to suppress the Committee, The Cormmittee,

however, hal alrealdy acquireld a strength ani high degree

of organization mnot suspecteld as yet by their enemlies ani

they easily revellel These attaclcrs from the outsides.

The Bulgarian court was especially hanidicappeld

in that there was a sitrong race sympathy betweon the two
peopleas, augmenteld by the presence of the 50,000 imnigrantse

Popular inilignation soon cormpellel Feridinani to abanion
hie hoves of acecomplishiing his 3desires Through armedl force.

Henceforwarl he pursueild a policy of ecorruption,

his chief agent being Boris Sarafov, a young lMaceio lan

14 eutenant in the Bulgarian Army who "resicned” his commission

anil eonterel into the Cormittee. saralTov onece or Twice almost
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stucceeilel in Aisrupting the organization or, at least,

in causing an annexationist poliey to be ajopted by

the Committee, Dut

he nltimately failed ani was assasin—

ated by orier of UThe Committee.

I cannot malre it too plain that & that time,

from 1900 to 1908, the llaceidonians were unalterably opposed

to anmezxation with Bulgarias How sincere this fTeeling
may mve been in the begimming is a matter of Jo ubt, but
there can be no doubt thaot FPerdiinant®s intrigues, baclked
by the higher military elements in Bulgaria, rousel =a

Feep~sezateldl resentment against the Bulgarian Covernment

in Maceldonia, As an instance, one of my associates 1in
Macelomia, 2 lealer of one of the larger banis, hail attemp teid
to assasinate FPeriinant ani establish a republie in Bulgariae.
Aa an

. enemy of the Committee Feridinani was ranlkel next to

the Greek Patriarch, the most hateid oX

all,
HOW TIE When the Young Turks rose against the 01 Turldsh
MACEDONIANS
YFRE FORCED regime the Maceidonian Committeewas with them. For some years
INTO PARTIER -
SHIP WITH they bhai heen working together anid were striving for the same
BUIS.L\RI;i*

enis; a constitutionald TurkeFe
Then Ab3iul Hamid was dethromneldl a Young Turk arny
entereil Constantinople to suppress the reactionary elements.

At the heal of that army marcheld Yani Sanlanskl, one of tThe

principal chiefs of the Commitice's field forces ani with

him was his o0li banil of a hunirei "eomitajisW,




The spirit of Young Turkey was overwhelmeld by

the reactionary elements as Time progressele.

The Cormmittee, Ditterly disappointeld, resumeld

i1its secrel activities as befor c.

Sanjianskd anid his

colleasgues retirei into the mountains again.

The following information I have from perso ns
who certainly were in a position to Irnowe. I camot,
however, vouch Tfor the aiceureacy of every detasil oX tThe
information conveyed +to mece Briefly, it is to this
effecte.

Just before the Bollkan states formeldl their
alliance against Turkey, resulting in the First Ballkan

War , a representative of Feriinani approachedl the Committee,
hrough Sanianski, =2nl promiseld an inlepenlient liacelonia

if the Maceidonians woulild suwport the invaiing armies of

Serbia ani Bulgariaes Both Pulgaria ani Serbia were behini

shi s propositione Greece agreel to it later, after altempt~
ing to impose certain 1limitations to the toerritory of H

i & the
proposel frece laceldonia.

Sanlonsld, in the name of the Commiltee, acecepnteld

the offTer ani when hostilities brolte out he hail alrealy

overrun the Bansgsko eaza, close to the Bulgarian Tfrontier,
anl alTiterwarls renillerel important serviees in protecting

the right Fflanlk of the Bulgarian army in Thraces

Austria regariling Albania




Toreced a revision of tThe treaties uniler widieh Greece, Serbia

ani Bulgaria hald entereld the woar . Both Greece anid Serbia

demanield territory whieh shoulid have been ineluileld in the

inlepenident llacelionia they hald promised tTo establish, in

compensation for thedir losses in albaniaa

Sanangizi 2nd his llaceionian following, incluiliing
a number of men high i1n position or rank in the Bulgarisa

17
- e

govermment ani Army, orposeild this suggestei revision bitter

tterlye.
Their influence carriel tThe day, against Ferldinanidyg it is

sazl, anld thus the Seconi Ballamn war was brought about,

Followeld the Treaty of Bucharest, haniing ovexr the

main strongholids of the lNMacelonian Comnittee to Greece anl

Serbia e

Both Serbia anid Greece now insetituteld severe nrograms

of Matiomligation™ in thelr resypective slhares of llaceldonian
territorye Whole commmunities were expatriateld anil Greek ani
Serbian colonists settlei on the confiscecateldl lanis, The

exilel llacelonians went to Bulgaria, where Thelr YPresen

Q
]

aldedl still more to the bitterness against Serbia andl Greecees

7ith +the outbhreal: of the precent EI'EI'J.T- war the

N

c
came a spiit among the people of Bulgaria. On one =ide,
ani they probably formel a consilersehle mi jority, were the
Macelomians, almost to a man, anil the Buligarian rallicals,

These were leciiledly aganinst Feridinani's anill Rajloslavowv'!s

pro=Teuilon policy. Before TFeriinani iavell to




come to a final fAeacision he was foraeeld to eliminate the

leajders of this argo faotion from tThe fielil, Sanianslky

was aggsasinoteldl and Ghenadiev, & former cabinet minster

anil a Macei-nian, was Iimprisonei. As late ms the spring

of 1917 tThis »pro=Ally FTaction attomptlted To assert itself,

this lagst attompt resulting in several

- =

hundred executions

MACEDOITT ATT Though not Airectly pertinent to the matter unler

" ani

BUILGARIAN discussiong I cznnot help devotling a few lines to the nation-
PRD_.A.J-JIJY

SEFIITINMENT,al prejuilices ani sympathies of the Bulgars as a wholee

First of all, they are profounil y pro=Russian, for
twe Tunidamental roasoconse Firat of all comas race alflfinity
and similaxrity of speecha. Though th e Russian language is

really a younger branch of the o0oli Slavie, Russian is looked
upon as a cultural ildeal Ty the Bulgars, Russian literature,
whieh any elueateld Bulgonr may reacd with very little iifficulty
in the original, is to them very mich what the literature

of Englani is to use

The seconil reasomn behinid this deep sympathy is tThe
faet that it was Russian Blood whieh floweld in the l1liberation
of Bulgaria from Turkey.

Thies strong Russophile sentiment was, however, con—
gijerably modified by the blaclk intrigues of tThe oli Russian
autoceracy which culminanteid in the assasination of Stamboulov
anil the later hypooricy of the Russian Govermment in its
attitule towaril the laceldomnmian revolutiomry movement,. But,

this modiificeation was sirictly 1limited to official Ruassia,
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Thus, aside from Switazerlani ani Tnolani, Bulgaris was the
omne PFuropcan country vhere Russian political refugces were

absolutely free from molestatione. Sofia Universi ty was
founiled by & Russian exile ani many of its faculty were
Russian refugmes. The chilidren o T Russian exiles ocame

there to Tinish their ediuecation.

The Bulgars as a&a whole are also stronzly Ppro-—
Tt was an English

ot LL:_._

newspaper, the Lonion Daily
Mews, which exposei the "Bulgarian atrocitiea™, unier
These exposures servel as tThe cause

1inbervention anl also rouseidd British public

opinion so strongly agains +t the Turks that the Conservative
Government was unable to earry out its polic

v of shieliing
the Turlks against Ruogiae Another reason Tor the pro—English
sentiment is Glajlstone; his publie utteranees in Tavor of
Bulgaria in the early 3ays are Ffreely quoted in the school
text books. Ani Tinally, it was Englani which preventel
+the interfeorence of Turlkey when Basterm Rumelia seceield ami

jeclarel for annexation with free Bulgariae

True, it is mnot Fforgotten That Englani, tlrough

Beaconafielid, was larcely repponsible for the Treaty of
Berlin,

whieh haniel lincelomnia bacl: to
is

tanienc:.r,\tn place the

Turkey, Mt tThe

hlame on™that Jew renecale™ personally;

Bigmark is consillerel to have beon primarily responsible

for the revigsion of the Treaty of San Stefanos
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Among Bulgars of all classes tThere is a profounia

Prejulice against German: "Scelwabs,"™ 2as they are callei,

This is8 primeyily Jue to race antipathye. Every 3lay funia—
mentally hates a German, Specifically Cermany is hated on
accotnt of the Treaty of Beorlin. Austria is hateld even more

intensely because she robbed the Bulgarians of The fruits of
sheir victory over the Serbs in 18844 when all that Bulgax
territory east of the Nisch=Vranya line hail been talten overe
Aungtria compelleld DBulgaria to hani thig territory back to
the lefeateldl Serbse

Bul above all These consilderations the reason why
Feriinani's aiherance to the Central Powers was unpopular
was the fact that the Pulgars woulldl thus fMnd themselves
fighting sifle Dy siide with the Turks against WTeocteorn Buropeans,
The Bulgar 4does mot utterly despise the Turk, as .'Eua does the
degenerate Greak, but he hates him witlh a fewxwor 1lititle unier=—-
stoocl Dy an American,. There are many Bulgsarians not yet
old who remember AdAistinetly the atrocitlies whrich leald +to the
Russo—Turkish Tar of 1879: those Aays have neither been Ffor—
given or forgotten. Naturally, this feeling 1is still more
intense with the lMacedonians, who have been Tmuyht to hate
anil fear the Turlt Tfrom babyhooil,

Had the Allies declareid for the prineirle of the

"self Jetermination™ of the Bulgar nmationality wherever Touni,

in 1915, Ferdiinani''s pro—German policy woulldl have fallel.
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here can only

be one settlement of the Maceldonian
that is, a settlement whieh will

be permanent.
e establishment

e

of a free, &an inlepenient, liacedonia,
rnment is baseid on demoeratic principlese. This is
e desire of the people Themselves. The Iacelionians
same passionate respect for democracy that is now
o dtself among the Russians, I am convinced that
rgtanling of 3demoeraticec prineiples, speaking of the
a whole, is Ffar more intelligent than Tthat of <The
Pfor +they have been self conscious longexr anid, throuvgh
tionary organization, mve

practicel lemocracy longerx
»

ecome practical tThrough hari experienceo. Thel
eEperience with Sarafov has made them suspicious of flery
orators, for example.

Thaot Pfree Maceionia should be thoroughly 3democratic
stril-es me as a matter of greater imporitancee than tThe lemaro—
ation of o PTrontier separating the Bulgars from the other
nationalities.

ITn +the Tormation of a lMacelonian Government the

prineiples ermhasized in

Revolutionary Organizmation

document

ravision:

woTre:s

wWoae

the conmstitution of the llaceilomnian

should not be -

overlooked, for hi s

only adopteld at The

fearly Congresas alfter mony

anldl maich meneral Aiscussione. These cidel

L‘JD‘l;l‘tﬂ




Lle Universal suffrage, o.bove T

i Elimination of

M
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the age of Ttwenty, regariless
of sex, race or creeil.

+the Church Trom Yolitioc

e FExecutive power vesteld in cormm

ittees, rather than in
inidivilduals, Trivial aag Tl

L%
his may seem, it was

congi dexreldl impor tant by the llaceldonians, who
emphasizel it = strongy +© 1

Tarlzs Itnew

:ﬂ
o
D
cL
0

L 7]
them as the Yeommititee peox =
- = - e - o - . "
as the "ocomitajis™, meani the same Th £ e They

Il &=
consilderel this peculiar measure a safeguarid against

P

nil the Bulgarians

corruption,

Ao The greatest measure of local aulonomy consistent with
gencral unitye
The Orgsanization, which in its forms anld principles
ronresentel an ideal to tThe laceidonians, was really a federation
of widech the constituent units were the five provineial organ—
tmatiocons, each of whose terratory corresponiel with the Turkiwh

power of the Central Committee

i1 ©h

Maceldonia wouwlil have to give it f£fre

should, no I vbt, corresponil more or

alrealy iniicateldl as being

Je e The executive power of the

provineial cormittee was
ts own Jurisidicection, than the

of five, each member being tThe

tive of o provinces

This teniency towarid dAiscentralization is inhorent
he temperament of tThe peocple. Any proposal for a free

28 S CcoPea

The territory of the proposel inlepenient state
loge with the area 1 have

unler the jurisiietion of the Organ—

ization, not because of any principle of the "right ol congquest®
but

because the alherence of o community to the Organization




wags ceompletely voluntary and thus demonstroteld the mentimentd
of the reopnle. MMeverthelesa, communal plebecites shoulld
probabl ¥y be held within a stlrip of terxi

ritory rpassing along
. 4 - =

wha might® be regaried a&s a doubtful region, a sort of a

™Mo man'™a land™ between the Bulgar vovulation on the one hani

anild Greek anl Serbisn territory on the other. The f£fronti e

with Bulgoria shouli conform with the 0li Turkish—Bulgmarian
frontier exi sting before the First Balkan Var. Thiasa would

unidoubtedl ¥y be fought by the Bulgarian governmental cligue,

but TtThere woulldl be no public

gentiment against it amons the

reople of PBulgaria, who are in favor of a free NMaceionia.

Anid on The other hanid some of the strongest anti—-Bulgarian
Government communities were close to the oli Ffrontiex, as
Bansko caza, Saniansizi's own territorye. These peopnple were

robably more pronounceidly in Ffavor of

the pollcey of "Miaceldonis

Tfor tThe Maceldonians"™ than any other iAistrict. There are var-—

ious reasons why these Maceldonlans along

the fromtier woall

resent belng amexel to Bulgaria, proviileld there w

oy =T
e L w8

possible alternative of being vpart of a frece llaceldonia,

First of all, They are mMeJulicel againat official Bulgaria

on account of the deprelatioms committeld by the Bulgarian

propagania banis sent across in the earlier years., Then,

they 4o ot like The sentraliz=zeld form of The Bulgarian govern=-

mente
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A Feleral Union of all the Ballkan reoples, regari-
less of race or eroeil, was certainly the iieal of such men
as Gruev ani Sanidansld ani the more intelligent rajdieals, A
Feleral Union of the Slavie Peoples at any rabte was regariled
with a very fri enlly eye by even the Tiberal elements, The
radieal elements in those ecountries are ruch more numer o us

Than in more Wesbtern cowntries, for every Bulgar who has hai

even a part of - gymnasiunm Schooling, unless he goes in for

& elvil service or a nilitary career, is a Radical, a
Soeialist, Ballrtan Socialj Em, however, emphasizes "inteir—

nationalism™ much more than io the Cerxman Socialists, anil is
directed against the Church, rather than against Capitalism.
In other woris, it is a pro test against coniitions whitech even
an American Republican woulld consi der obviously unilescirable,
Thus, Bulgars who want a republiecan form of government ani
desire just suceh a feleral uni on of state=s ag alrealy exists
in the United States, align themselves witlh The S8oceinlists
andl, once these objects were attainei, woulild become compara—
tively conservative,

The llacedomians, to the last man, it woula be no
exaggeration to say, are raldieals in +this Seoenae, A Tree
Mancedonia, with a 3emocratic form of zovemment, woulla un-
loubtedl y be a lively factor maol-i ng far a Pallran Feleration,
"hether theaqr could acecomplish this aim woulld, of ecowmrse, not
depenil entirely on th eme

the Bulgariane, I am convinceld, would be strongly
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with theme A momarchial fHrm of government was,

it must be
remembereil, Imposeldl on

the Bulgarians by Russian and Austria.
he feeling of the eiucateld masses is all for a republie, Had
1€t not been for the

precoure maintainei by the powers, a

Bulearian reyublie wonld have been establisheld in 1885, after

Alexaniexr'™s abiieantion, Yot in snite of this reastrietion
from the oviside, there have been s everal plots to overthr ow
the monarchye. In one of these, hiech was betrayel, the ring—-
leajder, or one of the ringleaijders, Luka IvVvanov,

condemed to Ienthe But

was triefi amant

befTore he coull be executeid the

Sobranya, or Fopular Assenbly, granted him an unconditional
parion. Ivanov was U

hen receiveid by tTthe lMacelomian Committee

e

and given commanid of tg Lielld Torcezs in the Volenma 3iistrict.

Were it possible, 1erefare, to eliminate Ferdinani

anid his eligue: or, rather, were thaqr leoeft to the Bulgarians

it as they vleased, I am convineeldl that Bulgaria
woulldl conatitute 1its

elf a republie, Probably on a feleral

Morthern andl Southern TBulgnria (Bastern

Rumelia) ani Alrianople as the constituent units, The next
step woull probably be a union between Bulgaria anil llacelioniae,
How soon the mresent hatreld beltween the Serbas ani

Bulgars woulld Aie own sufficiently To permit a 1iiscussion of
a Tfudbther enlarging of nion is a gqueastione. This mutusal
hatreil rests entirely on .t have occureil scinoce
the Balkan VTars ani

g therefore not funldamental, however

keen it may temporarily bDee I have travelled tThrough The

provineial Aisiricts of Serbis with

Bulpgars s cogipanions,
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anil Imow £rom first hanil that up to the Seconi Ballkan War
Tthe sentiment in Serbia Ttowaril the Bulgars was quite coriial,

The ©Two peoples can converce together quite freely anid reaid
each other 's papers anil 1i teraturee. Ani though of a 1less
serious temperament rajicalism was quite strong among the

Serbs. A mmion between these two peornles woulld uniovbteldly
be hasteneld if the Serbhbs were alloweld to expanid into Austria,

That Rumania oy Greece comll be brought into a

Ballman Felderation is extremely doubtful. The Grecksespecially

o
H

o strongly undexr the influence of Their priesthooi, 2ani tThe
Greek Church woulid inevitably risht any tendency towarid more

liberal conditions dIn The Balltanse. Both the Greeks ani
Rumanians, moreover, are Iintensely chauvinistic in spiri t,
the Greeks especially so,

e

anil corresponiingly suspicious
of all fToreignerse

In +the ir present state of minid it is extremely pro—
bable that the lacedonians woulld welcome annexation with

Bulgeria: that was, in fact, what they were Lighting foxr in
the Seconid Balkan War anid ®hat is what they hope to gain
through the present war, an inldepenient llacedonia Dbeing appar—
ently out of The gquestion. But after a periold dAiscontent

woulld asgsert itself anid movements woulld be organizel having
58 their object, either separation, or discentralization
anil felerantion of the

partse. How long +Tthis process might

be dlelayed wounlldl Jepeni on tI

a

1@ powexr of TtThe central govem=

ment . 7ith a strong govemment in Sofia, baclkield by oul—

=i le Powers, 1t migcht be retarllel IndelfiniTelye. On the

= A=V X o A= a5
anil the erecntion of o Greater Bulgaria at this <ime
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would not teni towarid remce in the Balkans, 1f previous ¢con—
itions continueil. The Serbs, Creelks anil Rumanians woulild
form an alliance for =elf protection whieh might at any oppor=
tune moment develorn into an offensive alliance. Any measure
providing for aglarge a degrece of loeal auvbtonomy as possible
foxr Macedonia should be fought for, in the interests of the
Maceloniang anld in the interests of Tubture neacelful develop—
ment. In other woris, the Illaceionians whoull be given as
much opportunity as vosaible o assert Themsdodlvese The army

of occupation shoulld be comanieldl by lMaceldonian officers,

of whiech there are a great mumber in the Bulgarian ATmyes A
native genidarmerie, with native officers, shoulld be insisteld
ONe Ani the schools shoulldl be talen out of the hanis of

the Exarche On the whole, however, there woulid be 1little

danger of tyranny, for llacelionia wonlld b incorporatei as an

integral part of Bulgaria, acs

o
ms PBasltern Rumelia, ani the

natives woull have equal privileges with tTh Bulgarians of

upper Bulgaride
These two possiblities may be discussel as synonomous,

g0 for as the lMaceldonians thenselves are coneecrnei, Bither

golution would be equally Aidistasteful o tham, Both of these

propositions are practically ijidentieal with the provisio of

W [ Wil =

the Trearty of Bucharest, Tfor whieh the Allies have alrealy

pailil dearl y onoughe Both mean just what Turkish rule meant;

the Aonination of a people by a govemment composeld of a forelign

nationnali tye
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Tt is almost hopeless te sugcest mitigating measures
in faveor of the inhabitants unier such selllemenis. The
history of the Ballans, = ince tThe

Berlin Conference,

is almost
inuous recorild of attempted reforms of

8 cont i

this nature, ea ch

anl every one of which was an absuri falluree lost notable
of these was the attempt to establish a genlarmerie uniler
foreign officers, alfter the uprising in lona agtir in

1904 «
Megertheless, SO me

aunthorative boldy
cormmosel of Aidisinteres Cel

review all

shoulid be ez=tab=—
lishel foreilgners which should
tranafers of lanijeld propertye.
shoull be aken =a ins 1

- - g - ol
1 agalinsg v wiiloe

Strong measures

"gcolonization™ policies adopted

.

by both Serbia anl CGreece after the Secouni Balltan TaXe In
the Monastir distriet the populaition of whole cormunities
was Ariven off the lanl anil sent in exile to Bulgaria, while
.nl Serbs were imvortel anil the conTisceateldl lanis and

The original owners anil tenants
1 shoulld be guaranteel

shoulll be

of
the soi in thesr rights ani

+ %y ]
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perpetually maintained by some oubsiie authoritye.

This of course is surgestel merely as o Mmeasure
L ] 2

of Justicee. It woull

moile,

not eliminate the seed of Tfuture tur-
Revolutionary movements woulld be as vife as ever,
ani violence as

frequent as befor ee

With an inlepenilent State estiabl 1201 in Tacelonia,
1 jealousies of the neighboring
Ballran states continue?

This, of course, woull depeni on the legree of
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support sucech a settlement woulld have Tfrom the Powersg,. Also,

whether or not the Junker goveraing cligques, unider The Feriinanis

and Peters woull have their powers restrictei, Chief of all

the mischief milrers in

the ollien Jays before the rise of Young

Turlkey was tThe Greek Church, but this was because it enjoveil
temporal power within Turkish territorye. This Pfactor Tfor
trouble at leas woull be eliminatel,

b=

In Bulgaria Foriinani's annexationist policy wo ula

be almost Imposgible, on mccount of public sent iment. He

would mo longer have liberation as a pretext ani he woulld get
no support for an aggressive war against the Bulgars of
IlMMacedoniae He woulil even ag in the days of the Committee
ot () » el - s = ot = - '
be compelled Yo confine himself to a campaisgn of internal
corruptions
Certainly Bulgaria woulld never combine with either

Serbia or Greece against NMacelonia, as they 31id azainst

Turlkeye Adone either CGreece or Serbia woull be towerlesse.
Unless a Greater Serbia were createld at the cost of Austria,

anil then not all The Powers in Furope ani America coull

pPrevent a union, or at least a strong alliance, ol Bulgaria

anil llaceldonia agoinst Serbia.

The Pprime cure fTfor.these dangers is the demoocrati-—

zatlon of all the Ppeoples ooncernel. Imperialism has been

the conouse of all trouble; the most effective antildote to this

LB disease 18 Daemocracye

The seconi pessible objection to be consi

lereild ias:
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wouldl & Tfreo NMaceionia jevelop internal disoriders among
the various rocece or national elements of th population®

Lhis gwestion was a very live issue at the time

Of the Berlin Conference onid was the

rpretext for the reaction—
ary measures incorporateid

-

- Y
Wl

in 12 Bexrliin Treoatye. Maceionia
was hanidei baclk to Turlkey because it was feareld that internal
disorlers woull compel Russia to intervene again ani so leald

to BPulgaria being ammexed as a Russian provi:

Russian intrigue 4ild subsecuently direct i1itsoelf

towarld stirring up just sueh internal Afisorilers, so that

a preteEmt might be haid for a seconld interventione But

the solildarity which developed among the Bulgarian people,

whieh ineluleld Turks anil Greeks as well as Bulgars, against
the Rusaian intrigues, is a mattexr o historyv. Stamboulovw
has been given the ereidit for the sueeess with whieh Russia

aPF B ] H

was lefeatel in these attempts

e

to acoguire iominance over

free Bulgaria, but Stamboulov's assasination, at the instig—

ation of the Russian sutocracy, 1ild not make the & ightest

breach in the s0lil front whieh Tthe Bulgarians presentell

ageinst Russian intrisuese

PDenocratic self—-gcovermment wouli create this

same solliidarity in a free llacelonia.

There remains still the danger of

onn Trom

b

aggress:

interestel Turopean Powerse Russian Imperialism hovi

i 1T
LlAgn

been eliminatei, there mggcht remain Austrian Imperialiam,

baclked by German Im

erialisme
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lanczer, I believe, woulld be one of the most

in hastening the formation of a Feleral Union

Slavie Ballkan States: it might even 3Irive Rumania into
becoming a member of such a Tfamily.

With Russia gone, the iarger woulld be sSo obvious
the € cve:n Periinand ecoulil not betray his people Lo the Teutons,
proviided lMacelonia were free,

1-‘-:::-:3[.111:.111:1'-;.'_'.';":*_r:.-‘.'n_e power rosts on the fael Tthat he
has ever lecl aoreil ilimucli" a champion of oppressel Bulgarse.

To this pretext he has clung dAesperately. Without 1t he
would have fallen long agoe

Thus, & frece Macedonia woulidl loosen the holdi of
the Central Powers on Bulgaria to the extent of eliminating
Feriinani'™s power of imposing a pPro—Teutonlie poliey on his
neo Pl e. This uite inlepenilent of the natural prejulices
of the peonle agcainst Germans anl Auctrianse

Xnowing +the PBulgars as intimately as I do, it is
my L£irm belief that a Miiddle PRuronre™ scheme is an absuriity,
no matter what the outcome of this war may bey unless <tThe
Central powers deliberately congquer Bulgaria with Their

military foreces

and mMmmintain

a strong militnry government,
Tn this war 4% will be notel that while Turltish soliiers
have ® uwht on the CGalielan front, having To oross Bulgarian
torritory to receh 1t, mot one Bulmarian SO liier may be b und
on tTerxrltarr not inhabitel by Bulsarts

—




Even Juring the invasion of Rumania, when Maclkensen
reconiuerel DPobrulja with a Bulgarian arny, that portion

of his left wing which swung across th

e Danube into

™ g Wy TR R P = % . P - E - ™ g =y = =3 - Tow - =t
Humanio o opexr was confjposeld of Tux ish units

, 1Ff the

= . o= 4 T I T i .
dezrpatches =pesls the truth.

Hevertheless, this tenidency towaoxrid self assertion
on the parlt of the Bulgars, anild which past ovents seem +to
injdicate as being egually pronounceil smong thce 5erbs, shoulil
be encoiltraged at ils source, which is the pcorle themselvesS.

The more freeldom They have o express themselves, the more
surely Wwill Tthey form a barriexr againat what is after all,
a greater dlanger to themselves than tTo the Allies; Gexrman
Jdominatione That berrier is a Feleral UTnion ef Balkan
Slays s Who Timis wou. A bBe able Lo recent a front against
the Contral Powers whicech the latier could only brealr down

if given a free roin by the rest of €t he worli,




