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A DAY AND
- IN

KUS‘TENDIL

STREET'SCENES LIKE OPERA, THOUGH
| NOT FAR OFF

BLOODSHED IS

The Soldier Qho‘r’u_s' as It Marches to the Public Bath—A
Babel *of Many Voices—Reflections of ‘the More
Séasoned Folk Over Coffee at the Dragoman -
—The Dlsappearlng Youth of the Night
‘Words Meant-

and What His

By ALBERT SONNICHSEN

[Special Correspondence of The Evening Post.}

KUSTENDIL, Rumanm, December 1l.—
Here we are in the centre of a great white
eircle of gray ribbed peaks; every-
thing beyond the town is white or gray, as

- far as the eye can reach, even to the sky

\

n

v

above. The wine-colored tiles of the
houses, visible from my window, show here
and there in patches where the wind ‘has
brushed off the light covering of smow that
fell last night, and the mountain stream
that runs down the middle of my street
gurgles under a thin, uneven crust of ice.

The winter is here In earnest now; we
hear that we may be snowed in before many
days, cut off from the great world outside.
‘But the Kustendilskis do ‘nof care+-Kus-
tendil is a world in itself. 1f the great
‘world outside does not choose to interest
ftself in Kustendil, Kustendil can rise to a
similar lofty Indifference. So te do not
worry about how deep the snow lies in the
pass. The last post from Sofia has Just ar-
rived, so it ism't lkely a few .months’
blockade will interfere with its regularity;
a thaw is bound to come before it is due
again.

Ours is a lively thorough!’are. all the
peasants coming in with asses or ox carts
.1oaded with produce pass under my win-
dow, turbaned gznd red-fezzed cattle deal-
ers from Albanla or Mdacedonia, fur-capped
Bulgars in heavy sheepskin jackets and.

Broad, red sashes peeping out between the |
. lapels. Some wear peaked hoods, like cowls,

which, together with the bagginéss of their
trousers above the knees and thelr heavy
walking staves, give them a quaint, ‘Hliza-
bethan appearance. There are women,
too. ih the pedsant dress ot the, land a
WOndertui combination of eglors, sugges-
tive .of grand opera chorus, especlally if
the girls are young and pretty, a8 & good
many .are, for grandma doesn't come to
town much in this cold weather. .

From my window it Is very much lke
grand opera. It is Saturday morning, the
iiveliest day of the week. What has sug-
gested opera to me is a deep, growing
chorus of men's voices coming in from up
tno street, at least a hundred voices,
stroﬁg, increasing in volume, rolllng " over
all the town, echoing back from the steep,
snow-streaked cliff that towers\ up as a
background to the houses opposite. I have
heard that song every Saturday morning
since I have been here, so I know that the
seldiers are coming in from the barracks
to wash at the hot springs that sp\xtter up
in the middle of the town. With a sudden |
increage of the low roar, they turn the cor-
ner, march ifnto view and are passing, the
same fur-capped pessants lifted out of
their picturegque cost into long, gray
overcoats and heavy boots. They, too,
wear the high-peakéd, green cowls, which

make them look like so many long-cas-.
opera mdnks, of.
1 féel vaguely that gomething has,
gone ‘wrong, because they do not Form in |

sooked monks; grand

coursae.

a seml-circlé beforé my window and poiut

their right hands upward while they roar

out that mighty ghorus, , I feel the same
ahout a troupe of young village girls pass-’
.ing a few seconds later Humming & re-
" frain of the soldler's sqng together, but
half a dozen woolly little donkeys trotting
in after them spoil that effect. They
(the giris) see my bare head poked out of
the window and they Dbegin to giggle.
“Gospodin!" cries one In feigned alarm,
“there’s an icicle above you—its going to

drop on the back of your neck.”” That
raises a loud laugh—at my expense.
“Buy & young sow, Gospodin,”” shouts

another; ‘‘see,
More laughter.

she’'s as fat as an egg.”’
1 cannot afford to com-
promise my dlgnlty. so0 I draw in and’
slim the window to. But the glass is not
thick enough to close out their peals of
merriment. My impression was that the
audlence 'gshould do° the laughing. .

A RICH MAN'S TUNERAL.
I am’gradually becoming conscious of a
new sound from outside, growing more dis-
tinct thiough the sudden ceasihg of ail
othier noises. 1t comes as a low, contintous
murmir, rising and falling by a mote or
two, & low, golemn chant, that I d6 not
recognize. Therg are a number 6f peasants .
against the low wall opposite, their tar
caps removed; all facing down the streat
toward the town. As I open the window
again the chant bursts in on mé in all {ts
mototonous volume; two bearded prigsts in
black cassocks and high black head-gear
appear, one §winging burning Incense, the
other calrying an open book, ‘both chanting.
Moré priests march 4h, four abreast,
chanting: all bearded to the walst, twenty in

all. - They might bave stepped out of “Aida",

if the chorus were not so sdlemn; it is

deeéply impressive, even to ome not of the

Bulgarian Chureh. Hvery person in view

up or down the street i5 standlng, head’

uncevered and bowed.
It is only & fineral; a rich man's fune-
ral, a raré enough sight here.
few men in town who could afford twenty
priests at their funerals.
chant ha® spoiled me for work. ‘Besldes, |
nobody stays indoors Saturday morsing.
The streets ary throbbing with life; a sea
of bobbing, brown. and hlack fur caps.
centre of activity is about the old mosque:
with the broken-off minaret.

'

' draws to them buyers frem the furthermost

- for hig share of pub]lc notice.

:comqs out and plays nationsl musie. The
people cateh hold of each .Other’s hands.

| such men just ike kim, st least not Wwherae |

. much. It only remains that He should trip

all |

‘There are

But the solemn’

The..

=

are lined outside at their baﬁes with the
stalls of local merchants who have all train-
ed thelr volces to that seguctive pitéh which

edges of the crowd. There are peanut and
chestnut venders, from whose penetrating
visions my friend and I desire to escape,
as does every prominent citlzen of the
town, for they know us all by names. -Too
late; one young devil amiong them with a
volce like the Dlast m)m’ a wortar gun
roars out:

01! ol! oi!—hot, good ches;nuts, Gospo-
din Ivanoff, wil you not buy ?~you—Goéspo-
din!"

He shoufs our names thus unbll we have
escaped down & side street, and some ofler
good, stald burgher of the town comes in
Some flee,”
as we did; others hasten nervously to buy.

We have” come In. among the woodsmen
down from the mountain villages with me-
wood to sell; Their loaded, donkéys and
poniés-tol]l heavlly amd. slowly through the-
crowd like cargo 'boats in a choppy sea. They
are charging ninely_centlmes a eargo,
which is obviously an outrdgeous price when
you consider that it can't fast over a week:
during this cold weather. ®puring the sum-
mer months those same foresters were hum-
bly glad to .sell at savbpty centimes-~now
they can afford to display a haughty indif-
ference towards us, for the eitizéns are bid-
ding against each other. They coldly stare
upon us, stolid-faced, arrogantly conscious
of our helplessness, but there is some con-
solation in knowing ‘that ‘summer comes
again to hurl the}r pride into the dust, -

It I8 more cheerful’ to drift in among
the rosy-cheeked viiidge gzirls, all in a
row, clapping théir hands and stamying y
thelr feot, and breathing out puffs of va-
por from under theif peaked, green hyods,
their laughing faces bareiy visible. ‘Tt :s |
1 not safe to banter with them unless you |
heve absolute commatd of the Tanguage.,
Most of them have butter and cheess to
sell, cheese that is -paic and damp, and
bears the impi&intv\cit nowsprpers of by- !
gone years it has been wrapped in. It I
tempting to stop und read some of theso
bits of journmalism buckwards, because they
are backwards, "It is good practice for me,
too, only the maidens think I am inspecting
with an eye to purchusing, and keep poking |
the cheese over so that there isn't tiine
to decipher it ali. I notice (thzu my {riends
arc similarly poasessed of that desire to
reag the cheese reprints of last Year's news-
paper announcements. An Agmierican mer- !
chant wmight have secen by this time groat
advertising possibilities.

At about noon the crowds begiff to thin
out, or to scatter réther. for they arc
still about. They are going to fling them-
selves [nto what dissipations the town has |
to offer. The city band, @ real brass band,

—

-

and dance up and down the strests in long
strings; two steps forward, one backward,

two forward, and 80 on, around corners, up |

the sidewalks, alwayp drifting back to the
musie agaln.

It must not be supposed that these dances.
are confined to the villagers who come to
town; by no means, everybody pires in,
young and old, poor and well-to-do, all in
one long demoucratic bunch, lawyer clasping
hands with peasant, men with women,
grandfather with granddaughter with o gen-
eral glee that is good to see. For a long
time 1 thought thiere was only one man in
all Kustendl!l who had not joined the dance:
the big, long-bearded, gold-buttoned,
shoulder

ddmiral, wrapped #1 four or five thicknesses
of awe-insplying dignity, the personified
-esserice of officinl majésty. I had been very
much impressed; fof in America we have no

common people can come if contact with
them. Instinctively I bowed in reverenie.
To-day I can hardly belfeve my eyes.
There he is in the middle of the string,
grasping the hand ‘of a roguish youhg girl
on one side and that of & severnty-year-old
grandpa on the other, kicking up his heavy-
booted 1égs with the frjvolity of & comie
opera king. The spectacle is demoralizing,
to say the ledwt. His fat cheeks are puffed
out, red stréaks of vapor shoot out from his
Yeard, s smile breaks out over the august
sternness of his countenavce. It i too

over that long dangling sword of his to
complete his downfall in Iy estimation.
My friend and T wlthdraw»—to the -Drago-
man.

- THE DRAGOMAN,

The Dragoman, the retreat of Kustendil's
sophisticated manhood, of men who know
lfe as ft 18, of mien who have known life's
bitter disappointments. Here ve gather of |
evenin ut the tables, smdking, discus-
sing_Dpo , the war, the Iatest raports:.
trom. Macedoma. Having served to us Turk-
ish coffee, lemondde, tea, Vvefy mild bear,
_and; to-some of the.older men, plum  brandy.

Naturally fo suc¢h men dancing seems a,‘:

trifie frivolous. The landiord of the Drhgo-
man realizes that, o Hie hits had imiportéd
at great expense, he s8ys, someéthing that
" could divert the minds of 'more serlous men

Its four w&llg ‘

|~ phonograpl. "It stands in 2 coi-

1 much of it.

.set jauntily on ome side of his head.-

- for many nights to come,

. this

trapped chief of police, a cold o
proud man, the veéry image of a Russian*

it were a heavy plece of arti:lletry, threaten-
| ing death to thode of frivelous minds. A
| tavored few of us have inspected the rec-
" ords.

There are selections from “Carmen,”
“Afda’" and “Faust,’” Turkish songs and one

 American band plece, which the proprietor

terms the ‘““Washingtonski Marcha.”” When

| this is fired off everybody looks darkly in
' my direction; but they should krnow I am no

composer.

The first day this concert was set going,
a gong ‘gf ;
Melba, according to. the inscription. Sud-
denly we all saw the agitated faces of two
villakérs peering anxiously in through the
glass door. Somebody opened and finally
got them inside. Their agitation increased
visibly as -the _soprang reached her top
notes. - They would have gone again, but
we restrained them. Tinally the song died
out In one last, despairing shriek.

“What do you think of t?" demanded my

. friend grimly.

‘“What do I think of it,” repeated one of
the peagants indignantly, “I don't think
What enjoyment can it be to
gentlemeft 46 close & poor cat up in a bar-
rel just‘to hear the pdor creature squalling
through' a funnel stuck into the bunghole?
That is na. play for gen‘}lemen." Then they
left us in disgust, we much crestfallen at
the rebuke.

It is Iate, nnd the crowd {n the Dragoman
thins out. Outside the night is clear and
crisp, except for a pale blue mist that

langs over the hot springs where the cliffs

rise abruptly out of the town, The four
fuinarets are encireled by thin, delicate
circles of light, for it is a Turkisi holy
week, the buirem, and the faithful are at
prayer in the mosques. Once morg I am
at my window, opén, for the soft light of
the brilliant stars over the snow covered
roofs s beautiful-to see. There is an
absolute silence: over all, the good jolly

‘peasants have crawled Into the kahns and
. are sleeping.

Against the lighter sky to
the westward are the heavy black silhou-
ettes of the  mountain peals, out where
the pass across the frontier leads into
Macedonia. It is beautiful, peaceful, quiet
—one might almost fall asleep on the stil

A nolse Iinside the room brings me in.
A young man, a mere boy, stands light-
ing a cigarette by the lamp, his fur cap
His
costume Is not one you see aboul the
streets: heavy.-tight trousers, legs wrap-
ped in white woollen legglns'. wound about
by crossing thongs of leather from the cow-
hide sandals up to the knees, @ tight-fit-
ting jacket criss-crossed by strips of hide,
and about ifs walst a cartridge belt. He has
been In the, houSu several days, quartered |
on tho l,andlad) She is from Macedonla,
so-is he, originally. He speaks a little
Englibh for like hundreds of his’ oountry-
firen, ‘he has been in the American mls-
slonnry schools. ¢
- "What you see?' he demands good-
naturedly, ‘it is dark, not so?” Ha! So
much bett€r for us.’’
window

“Ha' my fIriend.,”” he continues, “you
vrite, eh? Now is not much to write.
But wait. One—two—perhaps three months
—who can say yet”--then you shall write,
very much. You shall teil them why the
bloud shall flow and the men shall die—
over thers.”  He waved his hand toward
the pass. A faint whistle comes up the
street. ‘The lad reaches out his hand—
then he is gone.

Around the corner came two figures,
bar¢]y wisible in the gloom bélow. An-
other appedrs from the house opposite.
More from another corner, the narrow
street swarms with them,_all moving silentw
ly up the street, away from ,th® town,
toward the pass. Then they are gone

So it has beem for many nights past.
So they pass through here, doggedly
marching onward, all in one direction,
sileatly, stealthily, the unpaid coldlers. of
an almost hopeless cause. More will pass
In spite of the
utmost vigilance of those who would hold

+ them back. Then will come a long inter-

val, until ome fine, starry night such as

the stald, peacéful -eltizens of
Kustendil shall look out of their windows,
and they -shall see in the sky dbove the
pass theé luarid, red glare of hell thrown
open In the land beyond. Kustendil has
seen it before, Kustendil shall see it again,
before the melting of the snow.

THE RAINY. DAY,

I

De rainy day—Des rain away, .

But be make de greem grass come ter hay,
©An' dar aln't no use ter growl, © be sy,
JFer he mnke de green grass come ter hay:

S¢ de ralny day,

He rain away!'”

Im .
De rainy day dob't ease my pain.

Kaze de II'l' boy's out dar—in de rain,

An' dé Cbris'mys come—but de wnhite folks gbe
‘Dit de W'1' boy dom't come ter me!

Ob; de riny day—

He rain away!

1398
\ou reckon de Lawd up dar will knw
'Rout de 14’1’ boy in do col'~col’ snow >
' how, w'en de Chris'mus come once mo'
He knock at my heart—se ol en po'®
Oh, de Yalny day.
It main away!

—([F. L. 8. in Atlanta Constitutioy
e e e

STANDING UP FOR HIS RIGHTS.

A shipbuilder tells of an Irishman whg
sotight employment as a driver in the ser-

,The first job to which the Irishman was
assigned was to be performed in compara-
tively shallow water. He was provided with
_# plck and told to use it on a ledge below.
Mike was put into a diver's suit. and,

ledge. For about fifteen minutes nothing
was heard from him. Then came a sirang,
determined, deliberate puil ‘on the signal-
rope;, indicating that.Mike had a very de-
cided wish to come to the top The as-
sistants hastily pulied him to the raft and
removed “his helmet.

“Tako off the rist of 1t.”" said Mike

“Why, what's the mattPr" asked they

“Take off the rist of it doggedly. re-
iterated Mike; ‘I’ 11 wur-rk no longer on
a .job where I can't spit on me~ hands.''—
{Hafper's Weekiy. .

JOAQLIN MILLER'S DINNERS.,
- -

We used to cook by a rivulet and eat
under the white rose bushes. “Remomber,
this is a sdcéred service. Silénce helps
your digestion,” he would say.

- think something higher, and be content.”

hours, - What a delightful experignce!—

ner of the Toom, tralned on ¥ as though

-

{Yone Noguehi in National Magazine,

“Aida’ was inserted, sung by |

- itary Academy at West Point.

' immediately after .graduation day.

| the way of uniforms and incldentnl neces-

He joins me at the | w30 has studied the duty of selecting pres-

" the academy end demanded written prom-

 boycotted him. ‘
One of the ereditors who is sure to have
| almost every member of each graduating

| ing through New York during tlieir infre-

vice of one of the shipbuilding gympanies. °

with his plck, was sent down to tackile the |
- way.

{ their equipment funds nearly romplete, hit

1 wild escape with tio debts at all

“Fat slowly, .

"So our dianer usually lasted ‘more than ;wo‘

WEST POINTS
CADET DEBTORS

THEY PAY THOUSANDS OF DOL;
LARS AFTER GRADUATION

Trusted for Four Years by a Jeweler, a
Grocer, a Photographer and a Hotel
Keeper in This City~-Only Se-
curity is the Army Man's
Word of Honor

There i a small group of New York
business men who wil] c¢olleat next summer
dn annual unsgeured debt of several thous-
and dollars with ag little difficulty as
though the payment had been guaranteed by
the signatures of every banker in Wall
Street. The debtors are the members of
the class of 1905 in the United States Mil-
They owe "
the money principally for jewelry, confec-
tioneries, photographic work, and rare hotel
bills,

The pay-after-graduation credit system
at the Point is as well established as the
rest of the Academy’s iron-bound, and bet-
ter<known, customs. Few, if any, of next
June's class will emerge from thelr four
years of toil free from debt, and the
financial confldence their credjtors have re-
posed in them has been practically tnlim-
ited. They could order whatever théy liked, |

and some of them are “in for" as much |

' as $600 or $700 aplece,

The result s that‘the “good spenders’”
will see their equipment funds wiped away
This
fund I8 the accumulation of smeall monthly
sunis retained by the Academy authorities
from the .cadety’ salaries. It should aggre-
gate about $300, which is intended to give
the newly made army’ officer a start in |

sities. Fortunately the officer finds the
same ease as the cadet in obtaining credit,
s0 that the swamping of kis fund simply
prolongs his period of indebtedness. Where-
as he owed nioney to New York photograph-
ers; hotel .men, and sweetmoat dealers Ye-
fore graduation, he afterwards owes it 'to
the taflor.

A well-known jewelry house, a big gro-

a8 photogrnpher are the most regular cred-
itors of the cadets. . From the Jewelry
store the embryo. soldiers buy Christmas
and wedding presenis and the like,

- “Enclosed find my vxsmng card,” a cadet
writes to the firm. “Please shlp to -
——— a suitable gift, costing $—~——."

Bometimes he furnishes to. the jewelry
house an elaborate description of the per-
son for whom the gift is intendéd-—-maybe
sister or his mother. The firm has & mdn
ents. The cadeta lggtrns Tater whit has
been sent The amolnt 1s pla¢ed ‘on his
account~for settlement after le graduates..
If he should die or should be expelled, or
for any reason should fail to “make good."”
his classmates club‘together to pay ‘his pill.
however large or small it may be. The
merchant knows his money is sure to come.

“Do you have to pay interest?’ a cadet
was asked last week.

“0h, no,” was the reply. “They charge
us fancy prices for everything, so as to
avoid the trouble of calculating interest.”

From the grocery establishment, which
carries candles and fruits as & side line,
the cadeth recelve frequeit shipments, es-
pecially during the summer camping time.

“What do you do with the sweets? Are
they for gifts to the girls?” was inquired

“Not a bit,” sald the cadet. “The girls
who come to West Point give us candy by
the peck, you know. These boxes we get
from New York are additional. Of course,
it's against the rules for us to receive pack-
ages of any sort or®meney in letters. The
grocer shipg the eatables to a man we know
in Highland Falls, which is a miile below
West Point.

. THE PHOTOGRAPH ACCOUNT.

if a“young woman were to spend &s much
for photographs as does a West Point ca-
‘det, she would be open to the charge of
extreme vanity. But the cddet has to do it.
There are the folks at home, calling for
pictures of him and hls uniform every little
while. His young women friends—and he
has many of them if he is a cadet of the
usual calibre—are making similar demands,
and there are scores of others. The result
{s that the New York camera m?n reaps a
harvest of debts, which, like thosé of the
other dealers, are as certain of payment a3
they dre unsecured. The ¢adet never signs
a note. There i & rumor that & merchant
once ,a‘ttempted\to build up a clientele at

tses to. pay, and that the cadets, Indighant
at the reflection on their honor, swiftly

clasg an his lst, is the propr’le\or of the
ho'{?g at which tbe youngsters stop in pass-

-quent furloughs. For years the cadets have
had & free vein there, getting whatevor the
house efforded without restriction as to
cost. They register, eat, drink, occupy the
best rooms avalilable;” vse theatre ticke(s
bought with money advanced by the hotel—
all with mo thought of paying until years
‘or months afterward,

. For the firgt time they begin to figure up
thelr debts when the last year s well under
About this time, for instance, the
graduates-to-he of next June are acquiring
" 8 knowledge as to Ay

said one of them the other day, "will pocket

I don't believe. there is u single man who |
Most of
ug have been surprised, 1 might say dum- |
founded, at our finanelial condition. A week

«“What do you think of this? he wailed,
“Those people in New ¥ork must think I"
coming out of the deademy conted with gola
—they gent my ten-yaar-old sister a $50 1
parasol when 1 asked then to supply g-
Chrisimas present for herf’

“Didn’t you name the cost? 1 asked |

cery firm, an uptg'wn hotél proprietor, and !

bhls sweétheart in a far-off State, or his |

The boxes are hatled up to ug |
. in, a wagon and smuggled into camp or bar:
‘racks.”

“where they will stand.” {
“Pogsibly four or ﬂve men in our class,” !

or twa ago I héard one of the féllows talke '
| ing of his bill at the jeweller's.

“ 'Why, nu, I just wrote 'em to senli
something nice by express, and they did it,*

"That's. the way with most of us. We've
been too busy studylng and drilling to pracs
tice economy, and’ now the waklng up is a
terrible shock.”

The c¢adet mournfully refmarked that he
hoped o get out of debt by the time he
reached a first Heutenancy, but the check
for his equipment fund, he sald, would he
endorsed over to his creditors in toto,

familles of small means, but there are a few
whose .m'xpply of cash from lome is limited
only by the stringent rules of the Acuderu'y.
They -cannot receive money orders, and it
is troublesome to have checks cashed, so
the remittances, for ¢he most part, are in

-'the form of greenbacks, and are sent im
letters, which, of course, the officials can-
' not open.

It Is said that the graduates
who owe the largest amourit of money at the
end of each year are the ones who have re-
cefved most. from home, while the poor
members of the corps keep their obliga-

' tions down to almost nothing.

The extent of cesh shipments to cadets
was indicated just before a recent football

- game in Philadelphia agsainst the Naval

Academy From the “mlddies" there came
a telegram:

“Can you raise $2,0007'*

This meant: “We have gathered together
$2,000 to bet on our team. Can you cover

e

The West Polnters began to hustle. A
committee was formed to raise the amount,
for a challenge like this from the navy
must not remain unanswered. The barracks
were canvassed thoroughly, and each cadet
produced from his hiding places as much
cash as he wished to wager—in most cases
all he had. X

Within less than three hours after the
telegram came the needed sum. had been
collected, and the news was wired back to
Annapolis. Every cent of the money had
been slipped Into barracks contrary to'the
regulations, and now the blanket bet was

- made with equal disfegard of rules. "

As it happened, West Point’ won the garme,
and & week later the hiding places in bar-
racks had been replenished with whutnfver
treasure was left over after tho holiflay
expenditures in Philadelphia.,

THE INGENUOUS

B FILIPINO YOUTH

Who Wisixcd to Marry, and low He
Got the Funds

When a Filipino boy earns the sum of ten

- dollars gold a month, he {8 then, according

to Filipino customs, riclk enough to marry
and raise a family, 80 we were not sup-

drop-in one evening toconsult us about the
selection of a wedding present for Jbis table

and we considéred the colonel fortunate to
retalu 80 faithful and loyal - a boy. We ad-
vised the colonel to give him money, but; no,

the boy to keep and tlie purchase was put
off till- after the wedding. Then 'Beppo
failed to return to serve the dinner, but
then everybody
takes unto himself a wife, so Beppo was
forgiven.

Next day, with a view fo Buying the pres-
ent, the colonel went to the trunk where
he kept his surplus funds and behold his
stores had diminished. The lock was intact
80 whoever had taken the money must hiave
a key to‘the trunk.

The police were notifiel and Beppo was
rounded up. On his person was found a key
which fitted the trunk and thus was the
faithful, ‘much-trusted Beppo proven gullty.
He told the judge that he took only what he
needed and,
asserted thdt he had left forty dolla
in the trunk for the colonel.

He peeded the money to get married:
fifteen doﬁars for carriage hire, forty for
the priest and ceremony, and eighty-three
pesos for the bride’s trousseau.

r'vg\gold

wife and daughters. are coiming on' the next

forward to theiryltlng\use of that Filipino
trousseat, but point of still greater in-
térest to us is the fact that Beppo’s family
thinks that even though he mist remain at
Bllibid for the next six months, his position
at the colonei's is still open to him, and tii
true Filipino style the prisoner’s family
has arrived at the colonel’s—the bride, her
moiﬂ'er and two sisters—dnd they have in-
stalled themselves in the servants' quarters.
We wonder how the colonel will éxplain to
his wife and family the presence of such a
harem. '

Poor Beppo in true Filipino fashion had
been honest through a long period of sér-
vitude dud like all his "little brown broth-

self, but bear in mind, he took only what
he needed and left some for the colonel.
Of a truth they are & strange people.
EMILY WAINWRIGHT BABBITT.
Aapls, P. L

SOME USREASONABLE COMBINATIONS

A woman lives at ons of the Kansas City
hotels who has the réputation of being
rather finicky and bard to please In the
matter of fond. A day or so ago at lunch,

¢ided on some Ice cream- pudding. The meal
had been one with whick she had had eon-
ble difficulty ip findlig any fault, but
i’vigiﬁa she had abou! halt-finished the dés-
sort, she called the Waliter over and'sald:

“george, »hat do.you meah by calling this
fce (ream plding? There lsn't apy fce
cream ahont I, and yoil know ft.*

eyes'm, sald the waiter, i know dere
ain’t no tes créam in {t Dats Jes a namo
they give It [ do" knéw why.

«well” she continued, "I think that it
they g.ve a 48 8UCh a mame they ought
. to. make 1t conform to the name, and it
you call ts ice eroam. pudding, ,you ought
.to bring same ice eraam with it

wyes'm,” answered the servitor, “but you
kfiow we can’t allis do. it that way. Vou
Know $e :mr'ant
cottage pudding.’ [ Kansas City Journal.
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. Plodding Peté-—“Do youse see dat guy
.grevass de strest wid de sitk Hd an' de big
“diamond?” Dimal Dave—"Y¥es What er-
hout him”
worth °r mmion plunks. Made [t In de
' goap blzness.”” Dismal Dave—"Well, I'don't

_money widout panderin’ to <de wealnessos

| hings '

~ & ‘want nenc. *EChIcaga Dally News:

Most of the West Pointers come from |

Al

! ovei‘thrqw;«'

prised' ta have our neighbor, the colonel,

boy. Several of us had long known Béppo,

takes # holiday, when he

in most (ommendatory tones, "

The boy was sont to Bilibld prisen and.
| the trousseau, all that was left of the-spoils,

. was sent 'to the colonel. We hedr that his |

transport to join bim and we are looking

¢rs,” when he needed money he helped him- |

after looking over the dessert list, she de- |

bring a cottage in with |

‘Plodding Pete—"W'y, he's

onvy himt bls {H-gokten galns. It Ican't git }

uv pore misglded feller croatures I don't -

A REMARKABLE
PERSIAN FRENZY

WILD_RITE IN HONOR OF MA-
HOMLET?S TWO GRANDSONS

Descriprion
guina;-y Fesfival Procession in Constant-
ho “Deévotees of the Persian Quar-
ter Perform Between Lines of Stolid:
Turkish Policemen —The Sav-
age Sword-Bearers

On the last Sunday in March, 1904, tHrongs

of spectators witnessed the sanguin:
ary memprial-rite which was cele-
" brated at Constantihople, in honar of

Husseln and Hussan, the {ll-fated sons of
and grafidsons o6f Mahomet. *This an-
nually recurrent frenzy among the Persian
devotees of the Shigh sect of Mohamme-
dans can be explained only by the presence
of some emotion, perslstent enough to out-
wear many centuries; and potent enough
to arouse esph year a fanaticism of grief
which culminates in self- flageblgtion and
bloody self-rautdiation.

An article by Matthew Arnold, in the
Cornhill Magayine for 1871, quotes Count
Goblineau, formeriy the Frensh minister gt

. Teheran, as explaining this frenzy of the
Persian Shiahs by .a national symbolism,

. Count Goblnéay ‘beiie?ed that the Perslans,
conquerad and cqnvarted by “the religlon
of the sword ¥ ges, in the fate of the mur-
dored sons of All, a pavallsl te their own -
and their zealous commemora~
tion oft Hussein and Hussan therefore be:-

1 comes a natiohal rite, expressive ‘of un@ying

protest and tﬂ'na.ticxyl prophecy.

The simpler and more probable explanation
of this strange memorial rite I8 to be foumd
in the power wligh an herpgic human per-
- sonallty alweys. holds oyer the ldealizing |
imagination vf men, Alf, the cousin, son-
- in-law, and favorite leutenant of Mahomet,
was a uoble ‘Arab type, so flerce "in war
that he was'calletl ““The Lilon of God,' yet '
" possessed of the self-comtrol and mystical |
plety of an anchorite; his*lofty self-abne-
. gation always hes appealed to Lhe miore .
| gpiritudl of Malmmet's tollowers; and his .
sons, Hussein gnd: Husgan, grandgong— .
through Faflma—ot fhe grem: Prophet him-
self, posiessed thelr father's high, spirlf, |
combined with fino ethical sensibilitied.
When Husspin was mttaéi‘red and hard-
" pressed by the relentless Jimir of Kufa, he

tary fate and to save“themseives by filght.
When, poisoned, Hussan lay Hngering in the-
pangs of death he was urged t¢ speank the |
ngme of the person whom he guspected of
beiig his murderer; but hié answered: “This
world-{s only a long night’ Ipave my enemy |
alone until e aud I shall mdet in open day- |

Pincy and sentiment have wrentlied the |
names of ihose two grandsons of Mahomet
with tender and adoring memories.” As chil-
dren, they had dat upeti the Praphet's Knee;
and had beon Kissed and embraced by him;

and exemplifed the deeper spiritual real-
ities of the stern Moslom falth, For these |
reasong, the annual memorial fegtival, held’
fn ‘their honor, alwiys arouses thée de\out
partielpants to a piteh of frenzy and to,
a fanatical sell- inflietlon of physical pain
and mutilation.

This rite was célebrated at Constanti- |
nopls in the Perslan Quarter. At fout .
o'clock hundreds of curlous spgctators,
gathered in a large square, some of thém:
kirlag positions at windows In the gur-
rounding bulldings, mosti of them standing,
two and three deep, against the house-
walls and orowdling the doorways.
don ot city polloe sepdrdted the spectators
from the fnnmer sphde of thé square, which
wag kopt clear for thé “\yrgcessfon which
now appeared. ’

THSCORDANT WIND INSTRUMER
The Peérslan devotegs came forth from |

thrée. succesdive groups a hilf-hour apait;
foremost cime thé band—a group of a
dozen men playing upon wind Instruments
and flageolets, fluiés, and fifes, with cyni~
'bals aud drums. These instrumeénts- were

but they seemed to -arouse the herves of

cepsed at timieyr in  order
priests in the procession might chant ex~
travagant praises of the dead heroes.

A prominent place in the processlon was -
taken by three richly caparisoned hernes,
upon each of whom were fastened a sword:
and shield and two white doves. . Follow- |

“fageliants,’” who wore "black skull:caps

| ana 1ong, black gowns, widely open at the |
n p . 'betore 1 bad ordéred he bro'ught

back; eacli mon carried a, whip with a
short wooden handle and @ lash made of
| several fine 1fen chains, With thebe whipg
they lashéd

estpess and dovotion,  As  they marched
" and . spourged themselves thay chanted- ‘a
brief réfrain: .

fate!

All the whits backs riddenod under the |
blows of the Iron lashes, and on some of
| them blood trickled down. When the: priests,
the leaders, perceived any diminution of-
zeal. they dirocted the band to. ceass, ang
recited deseriptions of the virtues and suf-
ferings of tHe two ddored heroes; whare-
uwpon ‘the ‘“fagellanta” renewed {helr
chanting and scourging with fresh fervor,

Following this irst group came several
men bearibg standards and banners, add,
ench staff of @ banner terminated In o |
gllded hand; behind these men the gecond
- groitp -of davotees, the “smiters,” presents
1y took its. place, dlso marching by twos;

cap. 6 long black gown, and s grée sash--
- the pacred Moslem color—diagonally acrods
the brenst. ‘Thé gowns were open fn front;
baring ihe loft gide; and, with monotomoeys
byt imphssfoned chant, the
rhythmie - unison, smote

heaps of oil-saturatéd, wood, afs
1 about the gquare, Were now ignited,
- also the combustibles in sevefal- b

y an Eyewitness of a San- |
| fickering, lurid glare over the entifer
' belngs. . . .
| olad in long white gowns, ™ and- with
heads; edch man boreg 8 shoftiaword: v
' were not- .coarse or biutal,
" those spectators who were: heirest’
- side were doubtless thankful fo¥ th

1y drawn ¢cordon of swarthy stolid
. police interposed between spectafi

jolned in whichever of the twé:

‘Hussan!’

_strong gesture of .the right hamd. it

beggad his chiefs to leave him to hls soli- 1

- light, i the préseridé of the Most High!™ |
the colone]l wantéd to buy something for |

in their maturer years they had grasped :

A cor- |

&n adlacént ball and from their houses In |

out of key, and their fow endlessly repsat~
ed ‘cadencas were shrill and discordant; |

the devotees, and their {rr{tating cacophony {

that certain ipr ocesslons; 4nd the cloxe of the san

ing thesa came the first group of about:
twenly devotees, marching by twos, the |

efr backs, at fotérvals, strik- |
ing up and over the left shoulder, while |
the vigor of thelr blows and the fixedl ex- |
presslon of thelr faces nttested thelr earn-

| undet ‘her right ear.
| ot whité and & long, thin'chain
Sud, sad was thelr fate! Sad was thelr fate, thel | 1 E

—the black silk trock. )
| primmiest o}d lady I hadéey

" contuate. MoOst appm'entlv -of Jérs-
3 ot ale with my roast beef, bif

fes to inflict

and each of thégé mon wore a black skull "

SUTTEN walten." sh

mon, i,
their exposed |

We- la-ment them. we la:menvt.
After the secon"l group came aev

were Iigh.ted Gasqets.d gpon jl}e
the houses, wers alsp -lighte

on long ironm poles, the whole oaitin
olosure and its excited mass of+* hi

Last of all the groups cama the**
bearers’; of these there were about th

cally in his right hand: thair- pafe “fio:
but in
eyes ‘thére wak the wild light of fanat

devotees; yét at no- timeé did any fana
celebrant seem conscious of aight-ela
his own position and part in the
nial.

These “sword-béarers” marched ‘HK
others, dn twos, and for a quart

caught thelr ears; presently +hey lm
and at a s[gnal from a priest, whi
leading and ineciting them to. greater
thoy united in loud ejaculations, *H
.Hussein, Hussan!” ech
marching with ithe rhythm, by.a »

uplifted sword; then came the mos
gulnary feature -of the. geremonial; fo
. eral of the fanatics: -could be seen.at intfepr
vals: of +4ime, raising thelr .sword,
giving themselves cuts on the Aop
head; from thesé cuts blood began-
freely; others, ag the march couitinueé
the samé; the long white troeks began:
show spots. of Ted; then the“sput: grow:
' largé patches, both on the front and:en.
.back; the faces of the frensied:-men-could
| now be seen flowing red streams, and:soma.

RS O T

 of them: 6ccasionally dashed the. bag
their left handg across -their eyos, to-
them. of blood. -

For an hour the entire procepslon
its several groups, marched and .chil
and ithe beating and lasRing and eu
continued; the chants and ejaculﬁtionmgr W
. wilder &nd mmore diaonderlx;ihe.menage
becomlng physically weak, yst were‘mphel
by nérvous excitement. The spectal
were silent as If at n funeral s
Europenn gpectators “waere nbsorbe‘
curjosity and’ perhaps with dread ang

rious afd sympdthetic; some¢ of - them .
brought palls and jugs of watex, from whléh

- a8 ghowed .any need. The gaahlng

Persians In the 'erowd were: proloundly geq !

they quenched the thirst -of smuth- deyplees . -

saturated red Igera and’ §heg"
ﬁgure could be seen to have neur,y.

his Ttmit of strength, for ke reéied and
stag'gﬂ'ed yet moved forward mecnanhmlg .
and as mechanically cut hlmselff at ‘short,
intervals. . ¥

THE FRASTIC SWORDSMEN:

Round and round the square tie.

‘ groups slowly inoved, edch codti ulng
peculiai self-inflictlon;. bt thef’ Irantio,
| swordsmer mow had became the ceutré of .
attention. -
“stander hastily swathed the bloody
of & devolée—probably a brother of: snn

{ it the same time cleaning the.face: and tyes’”

| of obscuring blood; now and then' opn
the swordgmei, crimson and giiéte

house .
In this way the ranks of the swbrdlm&
gradually thinned, until only Helf ‘the o
"nal pumber was left, aid these néve sbemed”.
 halt unconselous, staring vavkntly und w&lko
ing beavily like automata. R

- hours; heacons and brasiere, until Now res
pienished, were left to dle outi the red
glare uponithe scene bétamy dfmg the’ bl
' of hands mnd whips Were fechlet all the
‘celebrants were exhaisted; and nbw are
a tew volumie of sound; the fresh ches
voicas of youith, s & band of twenty- chil
rén, singing the song *of_entrance 1nto* Pur
dige, joined themselves to the and 0.

memorfal was at hand; the: mourding for
lt- fated Hussfein and Hnssan wis, on

passed the Gate oi Dewth; :.nd ent' Z
. thie joys which await the Faith(ur. e

of about sixty and placed Her e
5o, The ear was Swaylng. and
ovér a new plege of tidck snd th
' goemied perturbéd by the jariing. i
nolgse. Iler hair was nearly - Y
was waved over the tomples;
net was held in place by broad SHK ribhors,.
“tled very carefully in & vex¥y regild
A turn-dow

_from a mohair sofa, There wad
trace of a pucket to her mouth, jus

he Missionaiy Society's: distﬂct o)
¢ 1 had confemplated Taving & small

mitk instead, Whils T ami & “hal
_ pergong liberty, I donot ‘peimit 1

themselvag ipo.” Oth:u =z
) - milk instead of beer, dud waiter
e b Z: L o mo. Zm the tabie. a8

- of liot Lea

ney, “befors you.: ,:‘m'g i

- dootch highpedl.”

" %mt lis lwimi:i smia1 si%ld
Ftleu Arly du

hi’[ped ¥ ty %

| chests with thelr open right hends, strlke.

| au gm

went on, und the’ ﬁowing blood stai‘;ed -

& . -‘

g:
the glare of torches and beacons z:eéled kna’

The spectnole had lnstea nux'ly toul" '

Occaslorially. some Persla,ti "b‘y-h P
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